
Western Water arena. 
John Echohawk, executive 

director of the Native Ameri-
can Rights Fund and a key 
member of President Obama’s 
transition team, will deliver 
the conference keynote ad-
dress on March 5.  

“We are fortunate to have 
Mr. Echohawk participate in 
this year’s conference,” said 
Alliance President Patrick 
O’Toole (WYOMING). “John 
is coming straight out of the 
transition trenches, and will 
have a fresh perspective on 
what we might expect from 
Western resources appointees 

opens on the morning of 
March 5.  

“We have an outstanding 
program coming together,” 
said Alliance Executive Direc-
tor Dan Keppen (OREGON). 
“The general session will es-
sentially parallel the key issues 
outlined in our October 2008 
Western Water Policy Re-
port” (see related story, be-
low).  

Panel discussions featuring 
diverse, high profile speakers 
will focus on areas of critical 
interest to Alliance members, 
including: 
• Aging Water Infrastruc-

ture; 

• The looming California 
Water Crisis; and 

• Ag-to-Urban Water 
Transfers. 

“Aggressive action to re-
pair aging infrastructure and 
create new water supply en-
hancement projects in places 
like California is imperative,” 
said Keppen. “Water transfers 
will also continue to play an 
important role in Western wa-
ter management. But we must 
fully understand impacts to 
rural communities from these 
transfers.” 
      Individual conference 
speakers will provide insight 
on a variety of cutting edge 
developments and issues in the 

 Conference  Bui lds  Upon Pol icy  Report  
The Family Farm Alliance 
upcoming annual conference 
schedule will feature speakers 
and panel discussions on is-
sues highlighted in its recent 
Western water policy report - 
“The Challenges and Oppor-
tunities of our Times”.  This 
report contains policy recom-
mendations intended to guide 
the Obama Administration, 
Congress and other policy 
leaders with guidance on 

 Western agricultural, water 
resources and environmental 
matters. The report was 
posted after the election on 
the Obama transition team 
website: http://change.gov/
open_government/entry/
family_farm_alliance/. 
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At a time when historic 
political change is rolling 
through Washington, DC, the 
Family Farm Alliance is 
poised to engage the new lead-
ers in Washington and collec-
tively face the challenges and 
create opportunities that will 
define the future of the Ameri-
can West. That spirit will be 
captured at the Alliance’s 21st 
Annual Meeting and Confer-
ence, to be held March 5-6, 
2009 at the Monte Carlo Re-
sort and Casino in Las Vegas. 

The schedule for the Fam-
ily Farm Alliance 21st Annual 
Conference is firmed up, with 
just over a month remaining 
before the general session 

Annual  Conference  Looks  to  the  Future    
21st  Annual  Family  Farm Al l iance   

New Family Farm Alliance 
Policy Report.  
PDF printable versions to be 
made available at 
www.familyfarmalliance.org STORIES INSIDE  ↑ 

DC Update    7 

Continued on Page 2 
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All iance  Annual  Conference  Agenda Taking Shape  

 
particularly, the Endangered Species Act. That commit-

ment extends to ensuring that administration of these laws is 
justified based on credible science and data rather than specu-
lation.  

Traditional, time-honored forums will continue at the 21st 
annual conference: 

• Reclamation Roundtable, featuring the 
acting commissioner of Reclamation and 
all five regional directors; and 

• “Inside Washington” – the traditional 
conference session featuring key staffers 
from Congressional water committees. 

The Las Vegas conference will provide 
attendees with the opportunity to learn 
firsthand what key environmental policy 
officials and Western water managers are 
preparing to do as a new Administration 
begins to work with Congress on issues of 
vital importance to Western rural commu-

nities. Conference information and registration forms can be 
downloaded at www.familyfarmalliance.org.  

For more information, please contact us at 707-998-9487 
or ffameeting@aol.com. 

On Saturday, February 21, 2009, the Colorado State 
University (CSU) Libraries will once again host Water 
Tables, its annual fundraiser for the Water Resources 
Archive. The theme of this year’s event is “Compact 
Issues and Conflict Resolution.” Nineteen water experts 
will host tables discussing relevant topics while a gour-
met meal is served. The evening will begin with a recep-
tion and open house for the Water Resources Archive in 
CSU’s Morgan Library. 

In February 2008, the third annual Water Tables at-
tracted nearly two hundred guests from across the state 
and raised more than $30,000 for the Water Resources 
Archive, which preserves materials critical for docu-
menting the state’s water history.  

“The evening was enjoyable, and it was a credit to 
CSU and its library system,” noted Ken Wright of 
Wright Water Engineers, event sponsor and Archive 
donor. “The nineteen or so tables all had good discus-
sion moderators who had been thoughtfully selected. We 
are already looking forward to the 2009 Water Tables.” 

Among the moderators selected for Water Tables 

2009 are Family Farm Alliance Advisory Committee member 
Jim Broderick (Director of the Southeastern Colorado Water 
Conservancy District) who will lead a discussion on Colo-
rado’s Fryingpan-Arkansas Project conflicts. Dan Keppen, 
Alliance Executive Director, will moderate a table discussion 
comparing the conflicts irrigated agriculture faces now com-
pared to those faced historically. 

Alliance member Imperial Irrigation District 
(CALIFORNIA) will focus on compact requirements and third 
party impacts of the world’s largest ag to urban water transfer.  

John Porter, former General Manager of Alliance member  
Dolores Water Conservancy District (COLORADO) is also 
hosting a table at the event.  

Tickets for the event are $125 per person. Proceeds will 
support the Water Resources Archive, working to preserve, 
promote and make available records of Colorado’s water his-
tory. Reservations can be made online at http://
lib.colostate.edu/watertables09 or by calling (970) 491-1833. 
Reservations will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis; 
limited seating is available. 

Alliance Reps to Host CSU “Water Tables 2009” Focus on Water Conflicts  

in the new administration.” 
     Also speaking on March 5 is Brenda Davis – 

lead attorney on the Family Farm Alliance’s recent 
Information Quality Act request (see related story, page 
3). Michael Powelson, The Nature Conservancy’s head 
of agency relations for the Western U.S., on that same 
day will address watershed health 
challenges.  

“Properly managing federal water-
sheds and encouraging federal agen-
cies to work with farmers to solve 
local water challenges are equally cru-
cial,” said O’Toole.  
     Closing out the day’s events will be 
a presentation by Sheldon Jones – the 
new Vice-President of the Farm Foun-
dation, a Chicago-based association. 
Jones will present a recently published 
report detailing the challenges facing 
American farmers and ranchers in the 
next 30 years. 
     On the morning of March 6, representatives of the 
Council for Endangered Species Act Reliability 
(CESAR). CESAR is committed to ensuring full, sus-
tained and rational enforcement of environmental laws,  

(Cont inued from Page 1)  

 

Attorney Brenda Washington Davis  



Six Congressmen from California’s 
Central Valley on January 21st sent a 
letter to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) requesting an 
“urgent and thorough response” to the 
Family Farm Alliance’s Information 
Quality Act (IQA) request made on 
December 14, 2008.  
     Rep. George Radanovich (R) took 
the lead in developing the bi-partisan 
letter, which was also signed by U.S. 
Reps. Jim Costa (D), Devin Nunes (R), 
Dennis Cardoza (D), Ken Calvert (R), 
and Kevin McCarthy (R). 
    “We appreciate the leadership taken 
by Rep. Radanovich on this important 
effort,” said Dan Keppen, Alliance 
Executive Director. “He and the other 
co-signers to this letter deserve our 
thanks.” 
     The Alliance’s request focused on 
correcting information used in the Ef-
fects Analysis of the Delta Smelt Bio-
logical Opinion on the Continued 
Long Term Operations of the Central 
Valley Project and the State Water 
Project.   
     The purpose of the IQA is to ensure 
the “quality, objectivity, utility, and 
integrity” of information disseminated 
to the public.   
     “The Biological Opinion will be 
extremely influential on our districts 
and our constituents,” the congres-
sional letter stated. “Its requirements 
will affect the future operations of the 
pumping projects in the San Joaquin-
Sacramento Delta, which supplies wa-
ter to the farms and families of the 
Central Valley, as well as to millions 
of other Californians.”   

     As reported in the December 2008 
“Monthly Briefing”, the Family Farm 
Alliance’s IQA Request asks for sev-
eral corrections to the Effects Analysis 
of the Biological Opinion.   
     The corrections requested by the 
Family Farm Alliance include that the 
USFWS did not comply with the fed-
eral guidelines intended to exclude 
biased and inaccurate information and 
ensure the integrity of expert peer re-
views.  Specifically, the IQA Request 
states that the peer review included 
individuals that are authors of papers 
that the Biological Opinion is based 
upon or who received funding from 
the federal agencies authoring the Ef-
fects Analysis.   
     Additionally, within the Effects 
Analysis, the Alliance points out an 
inconsistency where the USFWS states 
that the decline of the smelt is due to 
entrainment at the state and federal 
export pumps in the Delta, while at the 
same time USFWS acknowledges that 
the data demonstrates that entrainment 
is not driving population dynamics.   
    The Alliance further notes that the 
Effects Analysis does not consider the 
delta smelt conservation and recovery 
efforts now in progress.   
     “Such federal, state and private 
investments are crucial to the long-
term sustainability of the species and 
should be factored into the Biological 
Opinion,” the delegation letter states. 
     Finally, the IQA request shows that 
USFWS inaccurately places the sole 
responsibility on the pumps for the 
effects of toxic waste dumped by oth-
ers, the reproductive habits of invasive 

Central Valley Congressmen Formally Ask US Fish & Wildlife 
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To see the transmittal letter and detailed request document filed by the Family Farm  
Alliance in December, as well as the effects analysis prepared by U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, go to the Family Farm Alliance website: www.familyfarmalliance.org.   

To Respond to Alliance’s Information Quality Act Request  

species, and global warming.   
     Numerous factors affect the health 
of the Delta and the species that rely 
upon it.  These other factors include the 
loss of habitat; the entrainment of fish 
in unscreened in-Delta diversions, in-
cluding power plants located in the 
Delta; the introduction of non-native 
species, including predator species like 
the striped bass; the decline of food 
availability; and the discharge of toxics 
into Delta waterways and streams tribu-
tary to the Delta.   
     “It is our view that efforts to restore 
the Delta have failed because they have 
not fully taken these factors into ac-
count,’ the congressmen stated. “This 
pattern must end.  If we are to restore 
the Delta and its species, the solution 
must not focus simply on the pumps, 
but must address all the other factors 
affecting the Delta, as well.” 
     Pumping operations in the Delta 
provide a major supply of water to the 
San Joaquin Valley, San Francisco Bay 
Area, and Southern California.   
     The January 21 letter emphasizes 
that  information used to develop fed-
eral requirements for the delta smelt, 
which could result in drastic and severe 
water reductions, must be of the highest 
quality.   
     “Information used in the current 
Effects Analysis that does not meet this 
high standard must be corrected,” the 
congressional letter concludes. “As a 
result, we are looking forward to your 
prompt and thorough response to the 
IQA request from the Family Farm Al-
liance.”   
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Register Now for 2009 Family  Farm Al l iance  Conference   

The California Agricultural Water Management Council 
(Council) has released the results of a recent survey that 
shows improved measurement systems are used on more than 
87 percent of the irrigated acreage from surveyed districts, 
resulting in very efficient management and delivery of farm 
water. The recent Efficient Water Management 
Practices (EWMPs) survey, which sampled nearly 
3.3 million irrigated acres in California, provides 
an update on the many achievements in farm wa-
ter management that irrigation districts have ac-
complished implementing the Council's EWMPs.  
     “These numbers prove that farm water districts 
have embraced new technology in order to best 
manage their water supplies and deliveries,” 
AWMC Executive Director Mike Wade told 
Western Farm Press.  
      The largest survey conducted on EWMP im-
plementation to date, "Efficient Water Manage-
ment: Irrigation district achievements," shows 
how districts are already investing in appropriate water man-
agement activities, and in some of the areas they will con-
tinue to develop.  
     The survey, which sought to develop fact-based informa-

tion on a topic which has proved increasingly contentious in 
recent months, provides data based in real world experience 
and on-the-ground analyses of agricultural water manage-
ment. 
     The Agricultural Water Management Council is a non-

profit organization established in 1996 dedicated 
to bringing together all interested parties in agri-
cultural water management with the expressed 
goal to achieve greater water management effi-
ciency. The Council works in a voluntary and 
cooperative manner to establish a consistent, uni-
fied, and credible process that will advance agri-
cultural water management in California and as-
sist  agricultural water suppliers demonstrate that 
they are using water efficiently. The Council has 
formed partnerships with the California Depart-
ment of Water Resources, U.S. Bureau of Recla-
mation, CALFED Bay-Delta Authority, Califor-
nia Department of Food and Agriculture, Califor-

nia Irrigation Institute.  To download a digital copy of this 
report: http://www.agwatercouncil.org/images/stories/pdfs/
AWMC_final.pdf (64 pages; 5.21 MB) 

 



A well-attended conference of water users, Bureau of 
Reclamation officials, and other agencies and interested 
parties were served up a healthy portion of bad news at the 
42nd annual Mid-Pacific Water Users Conference, held in 
Reno (NEVADA) earlier this month. While conference at-
tendees were presented with encouraging news about his-
toric settlement negotiations in the Klamath River water-
shed and an impressive report of fast-track flood damage 
repairs undertaken by Nevada water users, much of the dis-
cussion focused on the imminent water crisis facing Central 
Valley water users this year. 

In preparation for the initial 2009 water allocation an-
nouncement in February, the Bureau of Reclamation 
(Reclamation) on the last day of the conference released 
information on water supply conditions for the Federal Cen-
tral Valley Project (CVP) and provided comparisons be-
tween current conditions and those in January 2008 and 
2007, 1992 and 1977 (drought years), and the 15-year aver-
age. 

Water conditions over the past several years have been 
very dry.  Water Years (WY) 2007 and 2008 were critically 
dry for both the Sacramento and San Joaquin River Ba-
sins.  (Reclamation's WY runs from October 1 to September 
30).  Precipitation in Northern California in WY 2008 was 
approximately 70 percent of average, and the CVP carry 
over is just 35 percent of storage capacity. The 2-year com-
bined total Northern California precipitation for the past two 
years is 72.1 inches, the 9th driest 2-year period on record 
and was only about 70 percent of average.   

For this year, the California Department of Water Re-
source's January 1, 2009, Snow Survey found snow-water 
content to be 76 percent of normal Statewide as compared to 
60 percent of normal last year. However, very little addi-
tional precipitation or snowfall has occurred since that 
time.  Precipitation in Northern California is currently only 
66 percent of the seasonal average. 

As of January 19, 2009, precipitation in the Upper San 
Joaquin River Basin was 13.54 inches as measured at Hunt-
ington Lake, as compared to a 30-year average of 18.3 
inches or 74 percent of average.  Current storage at Miller-
ton Lake is about 200,000 acre-feet compared to a 30-year 
average of about 300,000 acre-feet for the same date.  Ac-
cordingly, initial allocations for Friant Division Contractors 
will be relatively low.   

According to Reclamation, “project operations and wa-
ter delivery will be very challenging this year”.  Growers on 
the West side of the San Joaquin Valley are planning for an 
unprecedented summer: a zero allocation of federal water 
supplies. 

The first official 2009 CVP water allocation announce-
ment is planned for Friday, February 20, 2009.   

Mid-Pacif ic  Conference Carries  Grim Tone:  Curtai lment  Looms 

Page 5 

January 2009 Monthly Briefing Monthly Briefing   

Farewell to Reclamation Veterans: Former Mid-Pacific Region 
Public Affairs Officer Jeff McCracken, Commissioner Bob John-
son, and Mid-Pacific Region Deputy Director John Davis (left to 
right) were recognized by water users for their long-service and 
dedication to the Bureau of Reclamation at the recent water users 
conference in Reno.  

Alliance E.D. Receives Award: Former Reclamation Commis-
sioner Bob Johnson presented Family Farm Alliance Executive 
Director Dan Keppen with the John W. Keys III Award for 
“Building Partnerships and Strengthening Relationships” at the 
42nd Annual Mid-Pacific Water Users Conference on January 21. 
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Oregon High Court  Agrees  to  Decide  Klamath Water Suit  Issues  

On January 29, 2009, the Supreme 
Court of Oregon agreed to decide three 
issues of State law which will likely deter-
mine whether Klamath farmers can re-
cover compensation from the United 
States for refusing to release water to 
them in 2001.   

The state law issues arose in a federal 
class action suit filed on behalf of 1,400 
farm families and 13 water districts seek-
ing $100 million against the United States 
for the taking of their water, which the 
Bureau of Reclamation kept in Klamath 
Lake to help the endangered sucker fish.   

The trial court dismissed the suit in 
2007, holding that the Klamath farmers 
had no property right in Klamath Project 
water under Oregon law.  The case is now 
on appeal to the Federal Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Washington, D.C., which in 
July asked the Oregon Supreme Court to 
decide whether Oregon law gives 
Klamath farmers a property right in 
Klamath Project water. 

“We are very pleased that the Oregon 
Supreme Court has agreed to decide 
whether Klamath water users have any 
property rights under Oregon law,” said 
Nancie G. Marzulla, attorney for the farm-
ers and districts.  “We think the trial court 
got Oregon law wrong, and that the Ore-
gon Supreme Court is the proper court to 
correctly interpret Oregon law.”   

The federal government had opposed 

certification of these issues to the Oregon 
courts, arguing that the Federal Circuit 
Court of Appeals should instead accept the 
federal trial court’s interpretation of Oregon 
law. 
      The issues which the Oregon Supreme 
Court has agreed to decide are: 
 
• “Whether, assuming that the United 

States appropriated water rights for the 
Klamath Project pursuant to the 1905 
Oregon statute, that statute precludes 
other persons from obtaining a benefi-
cial or equitable interest in those rights” 

• Whether, under Oregon law, beneficial 
use by the person who receives the wa-
ter from the Klamath Project is suffi-
cient to give that person a beneficial or 
equitable interest in the water.  

• Whether, under Oregon law, anyone 
may assert either a legal or an equitable 
property interest in water from the 
Klamath Project without first having 
gone through the pending state water 
rights adjudication. 

 
Article courtesy of Marzulla Law Firm, a 
Washington, D.C.-based law firm that repre-
sents water users and water entities in com-
plex litigation in matters involving water, 
property, and environmental issues.  For 
further information about Marzulla Law or 
this decision go to www.marzullalaw.com.  

The Bureau of Reclamation last October 
announced that it had published the con-
cluding report for the Managing for Ex-
cellence (“M4E”) Initiative. Reclamation 
recently issued Reclamation Manual pro-
posals related to M4E :  
• Team 1: Communication and Col-
laboration with Customers and Stake-
holders Related to the Bureau of Recla-
mations Mission (CMP P08) http://
www.usbr.gov/recman/cmp/cmp-p08.pdf 
• Team 7: Allocation of Operation, 
Maintenance and Replacement Costs 

(PEC P07) http://www.usbr.gov/recman/
pec/pec-p07.pdf 
• Team 12: Collaboration with Custom-
ers Regarding Engineering and Other Tech-
nical Services Required for Construction 
Work on Existing Bureau of Reclamation 
Facilities (Excluding Safety of Dam Modifi-
cations) (CMP TRMR-19) http://
www.usbr.gov/recman/temporary_releases/
cmptrmr-19.pdf 

M4E is in response to a report from the 
National Research Council which examined 
several facets of Reclamation’s organiza-

Reclamation Releases New Managing for Excellence Documents 
tion, practices, and culture. 
Their report and recommenda-
tions were addressed in the for-
mulation of the M4E Action 
Plan. During the past two years, 
Reclamation has worked 
through that action plan with 
the help of employees, custom-
ers and other stakeholders.  

The Family Farm Alliance 
played an active role in this 
process. 

 
“We are very 

pleased that the Ore-
gon Supreme Court 
has agreed to decide 

whether Klamath wa-
ter users have any 

property rights under 
Oregon law. We think 
the trial court got Ore-

gon law wrong, and 
that the Oregon Su-
preme Court is the 
proper court to cor-

rectly interpret Oregon 
law.”   

Nancie G. Marzulla, 
attorney for the Klamath 
Project farmers and dis-

tricts.   
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 St imulus  Bi l l s ,  Omnibus  Lands  Package Hold Promise  for Irr igators  

Several actions are moving through 
the new Congress which could assist 
Western irrigators struggling to find 
ways to repair crumbling water infra-
structure and address other long-
standing challenges.  The following has 
been developed with information pre-
pared by Joe Raeder, the Family Farm 
Alliance’s Washington, D.C. represen-
tative.  

 
Economic Stimulus Legislation 
 
Congress is negotiating economic 

stimulus bills in both houses that prom-
ise funding to address aging water in-
frastructure challenges in the West. The 
current Senate draft provides $1.4 bil-
lion to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
(Reclamation) for Western water infra-
structure and $4.6 billion for the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (Corps).  The 
pending House bill provides $500 mil-
lion for Reclamation and $4.5 billion 
for the Corps.  The Senate bill energy 
investments total $51 billion; the House 
bill provides $40 billion. 

The balance of funds not directed by 
the Senate and available for aging infra-
structure rehabilitation and authorized 
construction projects is $1.12 billion. 

There are some key differences be-
tween the Senate and House versions in 
the manner in which they address West-
ern water projects.  

For example, the Senate version 
authorizes stimulus dollars to be ad-
vanced into the Colorado River Dam 
Fund; funds inspections for urbanized 
canals to the tune of $10 million; pro-
vides $50 million to the Central Utah 
Project; and allocates $50 million to 
California Bay-Delta Restoration. The 
House version contains no such provi-
sions.  

The Senate version provides $60 
million to rural water projects, $20 mil-
lion less than the House bill. $110 mil-
lion is proposed by the Senate for  Title 
XVI reuse and recycling projects, while 

the House proposes $126 million. 
One new provision in the Senate bill 

would authorize dollar amounts that ex-
pire for obligation to be used to defray 
costs of “supervision, inspection, over 
engineering and design”. The Senate ver-
sion also would provide unlimited repro-
gramming authority for the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

Both versions authorize repayment 
provisions allowing for extension of re-
payment of reimbursable amounts (for up 
to 25 years) for rehabilitation.  

 
Omnibus Lands and Water Bill  
 
The House Natural Resources Com-

mittee and the House Leadership have 
said that they plan to bring an omnibus 
lands bill to the House floor sometime 
after action on the economic stimulus bill, 
which the House passed earlier this 
month. House staff report this week that 
the omnibus bill may come to a vote dur-
ing the week of February 9, but the exact 
timing remains uncertain.   

This package is important for water 
agencies in the West because it contains 
the legislation for implementing the 
Lower Colorado River Multi-Species 
Conservation Plan, the San Joaquin River 
settlement agreement and bills that would 
address aging infrastructure challenges 
(e.g. Jackson Gulch rehabilitation project 
in Colorado, Senator Reid’s Canal bill), 
climate change (SECURE Water Act), 
and the federal cost share for the construc-
tion of the Arkansas Valley Conduit.      

Currently, the plan is to bring the bill 
to a vote under a procedure which limits 
debate to 40 minutes, prohibits amend-
ments and requires a two-thirds majority 
vote for passage.  The decision to use this 
procedure for the huge omnibus lands bill 
is being criticized by many Republicans, 
some of whom have provisions of their 
own in the bill.  While the omnibus lands 
measure has strong bi-partisan support in 
the House, Republican resistance to this 
fast-track approach could be divisive and 

affect when and how the bill comes 
to the floor. 

 
Appropriations   
 
The House plans to vote next 

week on an appropriations bill pack-
age that will fund the federal gov-
ernment for the rest of Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2009, which ends September 
30.   Most federal agencies are cur-
rently operating under a temporary 
“continuing resolution” that holds 
funding at the FY 2008 level.  The 
resolution, which expires March 6, 
was enacted last fall after the regular 
appropriations process ground to a 
halt amid pre-election partisan dis-
putes.   

The bill that is expected to come 
to the House floor next week will 
roll the remaining 10 regular appro-
priations bills into one omnibus 
package.  It will include the Energy 
and Water Development Appropria-
tions bill, which funds the Bureau of 
Reclamation, the Corps of Engineers 
and the Department of Energy.  The 
specific FY 2009 appropriations 
numbers for Reclamation and the 
Corps, and for individual projects, 
haven’t been released yet.  

While Congress attempts to wrap 
up the FY 2009 appropriations proc-
ess, the FY 2010 plan is already 
running behind because the new 
Administration has not yet assem-
bled its FY 2010 budget request, 
which is supposed to be submitted in 
early February.  Because of the 
change-over in administrations, the 
FY 2010 budget request may be 
weeks late.  Also, the Administra-
tion is undoubtedly considering how 
funding from the economic stimulus 
bill will affect agency needs for 
regular appropriations in FY 2010.   

 
 



Thank You to  Our New and Support ing Members!     
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DONOR SUPPORT 

Your contributions matter. Whether you support the Alliance’s advocacy, outreach or education 
efforts, you can rest assured that your investment will promote the protection of Western irri-

gated agriculture and the strong rural communities that it supports.  

Make your tax-deductible gift to the Alliance today!  Grassroots membership is vital to our or-
ganization. Thank you in advance for your loyal support. If you would like further info, please 

contact the Alliance at (541)-850-9007 or visit our website: ww.familyfarmalliance.org.  

DECEMBER  2008 
 ADVOCATE ($1,000-$5,000) 

Bear Paw Development (MT)    Elephant Butte Irrigation District (NM) 
Southeastern Colorado WCD   Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District (CA) 

Spain Family Ranches (CA)    Salt River Project (AZ)    Las Vegas Valley Water District (NV)  
Marathon Farms (AZ)   Poe Valley Improvement District (OR)  

 
DEFENDER ($500-$1,000) 

Burley Irrigation District (ID)   Minidoka Irrigation District (ID) 
Bell Carter (CA)    Colorado River WCD  

David Salopek Farms LTD (NM)   Heart Mountain Irrigation District (WY)  
John Deere (CA)     Mike LaPlant (WA) 

PARTNER ($250-$500) 
Kansas-Bostwick ID #2   ERO Resources Corp. (ID)  
Harlan Family Foundation (CA)    PRP Farms (AZ)  

Colorado Potato Legislative Association  
 

SUPPORTER ($100-$250) 
Buffalo Rapids Project Board (MT)    Empresas Del Bosque Inc. (CA)   Gary Paul Nabhan (AZ) 


